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FOFE – FORMAÇÃO FEMININA 
Report #A09 

 
SURVEY 
 
FOFE was the fourth most frequently listed Christian organizations identified by Angolans as 
having a positive impact. The actual ratings on specific criteria were good, but not as high as 
many other organizations.  
 
ABSTRACT   
 
FOFE is the name given to the Dondi Mission Station project, dedicated to training teenagers 
and young girls arriving from some provinces of the country such as Huambo, Moxico, 
Benguela, Luanda, Kuanza Sul, and Kuando Kubango. Although it has been structured 
according to the present reality, it is the continuation of the educational project that existed 
before the civil war in Dôndi Mission Station, which until 1976 included three boarding 
schools.    
 
FOFE has been restructured since 2011 to accommodate not only girls but boys as well. 
Therefore, this year (2014), about 45 girls and 17 boys were sent by the parents or tutors to 
study during the morning and in the afternoon to be trained in the Bible. The studies include 
Bible studies, preaching, leading worship services, developing agriculture, embroideries, 
decoration, cookery and home education. The training is both for girls and boys, and all 
students live in the boarding school at Dôndi Mission Station.    
 
It is important to pointing out that some parents sent students to be reeducated.   
 
This Mission Station was founded in 1914 by American and Canadian missionaries and was 
designed to be the main academic institution at secondary school. They received students 
from all parts of Angola especially the students recommended by other missionary stations to 
continue their studies.   
 
Dôndi was constituted by the so-called Instituto Currie designed especially to train boys and 
the Escola Means that provided education for girls. It also included a hospital and a nursing 
school, and a theological seminary for the training of pastors. The area where it is also 
located bears the so-called Lutamo Center that was an ecclesiastical institution that held 
school,   boarding schools, domestic school and a church.    
   
HISTORY   
 
FOFE, in its new design, started in 2010, with a Pilot Project. The project had as objective to 
revive the old course of Home Economy. In the past, it was common to find 17-18-year-old 
girls living with their parents. There were also those girls that didn't know how to read nor to 
write at that age; they never attended any school. It was this type of people that were sought 
at the villages to be trained with the fundamental bases to become productive people in their 
communities and also have contact with the Gospel and, therefore, involve themselves in a 
local Christian church.   
 
According to what Lawrence H. Henderson tell us in his book with the title ‘‘The Church in 
Angola'' it was those Protestant initiatives in the field of the education that motivated the 
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Angolans to try to get better levels of education and opportunities to be instructed. The 
Angolans responded positively, to the point that some even opened their own private schools. 
The Methodist and Congregational missions obtained authorization to supply secondary 
education courses in Quéssua and Dondi, Methodist and Congregational institutions 
respectively. In this endeavor, schools in other rural areas were opened for household training 
because the boys' percentage that went to get an education at secondary school level was 
higher than girls. That reality created an imbalance between the two genders with 
repercussion even at the time of marriage. The boys with superior instruction sought girls 
who had preparation to govern a house and to be good companions. Consequently, many 
Protestant missions began to include in their education programs, the so-called Domestic 
Schools.   
 
The first phase of the Domestic School used to be administered in camps, from May to 
September, only for 12-16-year-old girls that had never gone to school. They were submitted 
to an intensive course of literacy and to develop other range of activities such as biblical 
studies, choir singing, catering, sewing, agriculture and manual arts. Those who passed the 
exam or test were submitted to the domestic school of the missionary station with the 
following curriculum:  Bible, domestic economy, household care, handling of clothes, 
agriculture, reading and writing, arithmetic, manual works and other activities. This course 
lasted three years. Those who achieved good marks continued for secondary schooling.  
  
It was thought that the same process might work currently with financial support that one of 
the former Canadian missionaries, Etta Snow and others, provided. It would be to help the 
needy girls to be trained in literacy. But the assessment was that in the villages, some of the 
14- or 15-year-old girls already have children, or already have their home. In the face of this, 
the project took another direction while the precocious maternity phenomenon was being 
addressed through literacy program and other kinds of training for girls. 
 
The education that was being administered in  Dôndi Mission Station before the war made 
members press for the reopening of the boarding schools after the war.    
 
However, FOFE was created at the parents' requests, and tutors that saw the youth’s lives 
being destroyed thought that it was good for their children to be in a boarding school watched 
over and received a Christian education. This is how the responsible for the project and 
leaders of the Church in Dôndi accepted the request.   
 
This is the reason FOFE began with the boarding school program, at the Missionary School 
of Dôndi, receiving pupils from grade 5 to grade 9. 
   
MISSION AND VISION 
 
The aim at of the boarding school is to provide a healthy social environment for the young 
who are benefited by the service. The person responsible for the boarding school, Leontina 
Namuyeca, comments that the youths' conduct today is not appropriate, the interest in 
working with them is to help them, to know them more, teach them other important values 
and additional training besides academic education (sewings, embroidery, knit, decoration) 
but mainly to talk about virtues in women and men, based on the book of Proverbs 31:10-31.    
The students of the boarding school have academic classes in the morning and in the 
afternoons they practice the already mentioned work, girls as well as boys.   
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What the institution wants to reach:   
The Institution, parents and tutors want to educate and train the teenagers and young that will 
work within the church, society even at the high government level to be virtuous men and 
women, embodying values that will influence positively the entire society.   
 
The virtuous woman or virtuous man is devoted spiritually; because when a person has Christ 
in his heart, the Spirit of God drives that person and anything that he or she wants to do bear 
fruits, dignify the human being, and therefore Glorify God. All students who attend the 
boarding school of FOFE have the opportunity to receive counseling that they do not receive 
at home; furthermore, an appropriate environment and methodology is provided for them to 
accept counseling that they should not accept in other ways, at their homes or from their 
parents. Some parents today have problems to educate their children, so, they think that when 
the children are at the boarding school they change behavior, and their spiritual life is also 
positively impacted.   
   
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS WITH SIMILAR MISSION    
 
Another institution that does the same work is the Mission Station of Elende also in the 
Province of Huambo.  
 
CURRENT LEADER  
 
Her name is Leontina Namuyeca, and she is 75 years old; she was born in the region of 
Sassoma, Municipal District of Cachiungo, in the Province of Huambo. She began her 
schooling in Dôndi Lutamo's station, in 1949. As her parents didn’t have resources to pay her 
schools fees, whenever the holidays came instead of going home she remained at school to 
work in the boarding school farm or to do domestic work to pay the fees for the next year. 
This is how she ended her schooling in the Escola Means for four years.    
 
In 1963, she was chosen Director of the Domestic School in replacement for missionary Etta 
Snow. She exercised the function for ten years (from  63 up to 73). Later she was also chosen 
as coordinator for the subject of domestic economy at the Escola Means in Dôndi. In 1973, 
she left the Escola Means, and she went to work as a government teacher until 2001.  
 
BOARD STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION 
 
The Board of Directors of FOFE is composed of two leaders and one teacher namely: 
Leontina Namuyeka, Luisa Napeio Sapuile and Vitória respectively. The three are of 
Umbundu ethnicity. However, they receive students from Nganguela, Chokwe, Kwanhama, 
Luvale and Umbundu ethnicities.   
 
The Board of Directors responds to the Annual Assembly of the IECA Church. All daily 
activities are integrally reported- from academics to vocational training that includes biblical 
studies, choir singing, catering, sewing, agriculture and manual arts.    
 
PARTNERSHIP  
 
Besides the tutors and parents that contribute with monetary values and food, it has 
partnership with the Seminário Emanuel do Dôndi that provides biblical training (biblical 
studies, liturgy and homiletics); Radio Lobito and its Director personally; The Young 
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Married Society  from Igreja do  Académico in Huambo; Memorial Fund of Canada; and Etta 
Snow (former missionary ). 
   
IMPACT, SUCCESS AND EVALUATION  
 
It is noticed by the requests and visits received. Entities and visits received try to know how 
they work, in order to implement in their local areas.  
  
FUTURE 
 
To have a means of transportation (car) to facilitate the works; 
Computers to create a computer room so that pupils can be trained in computer skills.   
 
 
 
PREPARATION OF THIS REPORT   
 
1 - Interviewed person: Leontina Namuyeca, Coordinator of  FOFE.   
2 – Bibliography: Lawrence Henderson's book   
3 - The annual report   
4 - Transcription: Alberto Cotelo Gomes   
5 - Report elaborated by Adelaide Tomas Manuel   
  


